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If Lincoln had been chosen at this time, his campaign
against Douglas for the Senate in 1858 would not have
taken place. Consequently he would not have been the
cynosure of all eyes in that spectacular contest. It was
Douglas's prestige and prowess that drew him into the
limelight at that important juncture, and made his nom-
ination as President possible in 1860.

ballots, that Mr. Lincoln could not be elected, and it was feared that if the
balloting continued long, Governor Matteson would be elected. Mr. Lincoln
then advised his friends to vote for Mr. Trumbull; they did so, and elected him.

"Mr. Lincoln was very much disappointed, for I think that at that time it
was the height of his ambition to get into the United States Senate. He mani-
fested, however, no bitterness towards Mr. Judd or the other anti-Nebraska
Democrats, by whom practically he was beaten, but evidently thought that
their motives were right. He told me several times afterwards that the election of
Trumbull was the lest thing that could have happened.

"There was a great deal of dissatisfaction throughout the state at the result
of the election. The Whigs constituted a vast majority of the anti-Nebraska
party. They thought they were entitled to the Senator and that Mr. Lincoln
by his contest with Mr. Douglas had caused the victory. Mr. Lincoln, however,
generously exonerated Mr. Trumbull and his friends from all blame in the
matter. TrambuH's first encounter with Douglas in the Senate filled the people
of Illinois with admiration for his abilities, and the ill-feeling caused by his
election gradually faded away.

"SAM C. PARKS."red his elec-
